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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 4 0 1
lumber and coal business. He served in the civil war with Company B,
Hist. Iowa infantry, and was promoted to first lieutenant. Mr. Townsend'
occupied various positions of honor and trust. He was a member of the
Board of County Supervisors; member of the City Council; Mayor of Cedar
Falls; member of the Board of Commissioners for the erection of the Sol-
diers' and Sailors' monument at Des Moines, and trustee of the Iowa State
Normal School. He was elected to the 22d and 23d General Assemblies. A
memoir of this distinguished gentleman may be found in the proceedings
of the Pioneer Law Makers Association of Iowa for 1900.
ISAAC PEARL ÏETEB was born in Lewis county. West Va., in 1829; he
died at New Sharon, Iowa, March 6, 1900. He came to Iowa about the year
18.52 and was ordained as a Methodist Episcopal clergyman, by Bishop
Matthew Simpson, in 18.55. His early appointments were at Troy, Mon-
trose, Winchester, Ft. Madison. Drakeville, Albia, East Des Moines and
Sigourney. While at the latter place, in 1861, he was elected to the State
senate, in which body he became active and prominent, especially distin-
guished by hislefforts to secure temperance legislation. In 18()3 he was com-
missioned as chaplain of the 7th Iowa infantry and went to the front. Resign-
ing in 18G4, he was appointed post chaplain to the military hospitals at Keo-
kuk, where he remained until the close of the war. He was a popular preach-
er, able and eloquent, exerting a good degree of influence wherever he resid-
ed. He had long been one of the most widely known Methodist Episcopal
clergymen in the State.
JOSEPH BBIDGMAN was born in Belchertowri, Mass., Oct. 13,1813; he died
at Muscatine, Iowa, Feb. 22, 1900. ' He came west at the age of twenty-four
years, stopping a while at Muscatine, but locating at Burlington (now
Iowa) Wis., where he remained until 18'14. He then returned to Muscatine,
where he thenceforward resided. He was one of the pioneer nierchants of
that town, continuing in business until 1880. He was some time associ-
ated with Chester Weed, one of the founders of the old State Bank of Iowa.
Mr. Bridgman had been prominent in several kinds of business, including
the agency of the old JEtna Insurance Company, active in educational work
and enjoyed the distinction of being the oldest Odd Fellow in Iowa. He-
was the first Grand Treasurer of the order and afterwards representative to
the Grand Lodge of the United States. He had a wide acquaintance in
the eastern part of the State, and had won an enviable reputation wherever
he was known.
MBS. J . G. LAU.MAN, widow of the late Gen. Jacob G. Lauman of Burling-
ton, Iowa, died in Chicago, Feb. 4, 1900. Louisa Douglas Viele was born
in Valley Falls, N. Y., in 1835, both parents being members of old New
York families. After the death of her father she removed with her mother
to Davenport. Iowa. In 1854 she was married to Mr. Jacob G. Lauman of
Burlington, and at once became a leader in the social circles of that city.
Gen. Lauman died in 1867 from the effects of a wound received at the bat-
tle of Belmont, and Mrs. Lauman after residing some years in New York,
and after extended travel, settled in Chicago where her sons were estab-
lished in business.
WEIIPLE W(IS bom in Monroe county, N. Y., Sept. 15, 1830; he
died in Garden Grove, Iowa, Feb. G, 1900. He received a medical educa-
tion at the Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati, and Jefferson College, Phila-
delphia, and practiced his profession first in the state of Kentucky and af-
terwards at Pulaski, Illinois. When the civil war broke out he entered the
military service as a captain of the 4th Illinois cavalry. He was promoted
to the rank of major and was later brevetted colonel. In 1893 he removed

